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When in graduate school at Ohio University, Ron Socciarelli, the Wind Ensemble director, read 

a poem attributed to Alec Wilder. He had recently died, and the poem was found in a book that 

he head recently handled. I was touched by the poem, and knew that I would eventually set it to 

music. It follows. 

The person writing this is so far over 

on the seesaw of life or death, 

that he finds his life’s failure 

worse than he believed possible… 

yet better than the lives of most 

successful–even eminent–people. 

 

The loathing of Wagner– 

and the profound love of Poulenc– 

a moment as opposed to an hour– 

one tear rather than a tantrum– 

These are what life was– 

a couple of hours out of 73 years. 

The saddest of final breathing 

is not that the person died, 

but that no one could ever know 

what his life had been. 

That, my next reader, is why 

art is profoundly godlike: 

It’s the best of the lives of the dead, 

who otherwise would have been silent 

or wholly unknown. 


